INSTINCT, INTELLIGENCE AND CHARACTER
boatmen, whose children get very much less schooling than
the ordinary child His general plan was to see whether,
tinder such neglect, the I Q sinks as the child gets older,
and his evidence points to this being indeed the case.
True, he did not measure the same children as they grew
older, but only older brothers and sisters in the same family.
The younger children averaged about 100 I Q., but this
decreased as older children in the family were tested,
strongly suggesting that they were handicapped by lack
of schooling. The phenomenon was more marked among
the canal boat children, who not only go least to school,
but mix least with others.
We learn from some references by Dr Ballard that these
same children are being retested by non-language tests,1
and are giving different results. As they stand at present,
the experiments indicate that reasonable schooling is
necessary to develop that which is measured by Binet tests.
This may mean either that intelligence is developed by
schooling, or that Binet tests measure something in addition
to intelligence.
But, indeed, it seems incredible that such great lack of
schooling should not depress the intelligence. In garden-
rag there is, no doubt, inherent in each seed a maximum
limit of size and quality But no gardener, nobody, but
knows that more than good seed is necessary It is not
immaterial whether it be sown upon a rock, or by the
wayside, or in good ground, nor must it lack moisture.
As we go out from the city into the rural districts, we
often find the average I Q. of the children, as measured
by the usual tests, becoming lower. Is this due to a real
decrease in intelligence, or is it due to the fact that the
1 footnote, 1931 —The results of this retestixig are given in an article
by Miss Frances Gaw, Brtt Journ PsychoL, April 1925. Miss Gaw found
that the " performance " tests are less influenced by environment and by
lack of schooling than is the Binet scale. She states her opinion that
" -with subjects from so limited an environment as that of the canal-boat
children, performance tests furnish a better means of judging intelligence
than do the Binet tests ''
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